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Year 11 Battlefields Trip 2009  
By Callum Howat-Maxted 

 4:45am. Not a time that teenage boys 
are usually accustomed to see; espe-
cially for the kind of people who tried 
staying up all night, either playing video 
games or staying in groups of those 
ótrying to keep awake on the internetô, 
just so that they wouldnôt forget to wake 
up at the right time in the morning. And 

early starts continued throughout the trip 
as a tribulation to those up late playing 
poker, jenga, or gorging on marshmal-
lows and chocolate. Fortunately, how-
ever, it was all well worth it, not falling 
short of the prestigious title as best BS 
trip (word of student mouth, not a BAFTA 
award), and certainly most tightly packed 

schedule in terms of learning. 

The day started off on a gloomy but in-
forming note, as we firstly visited the 
shooting posts for apparent ócowardsô; a 
note to open our eyes before anything 
else, to the severity of this war. Our next 
major venture was to the museum at 
Ypres, where we each received a char-

acter card as a role to follow through the 
museum and monitor their lives during. 
Next was Menin Gate, where we looked 
for possible relatives who were lost and 
never found again, as casualties of war. 
After this came the infamous annual 
school trip to the Belgium chocolate 
shop, a part all boys look forward to be-
cause of the shopkeeperôs nefarious 
generosity with sweets, and because of 
Mr.Bondsô tales and impressions of him 
never failing to impress. Further excur-
sions continued each day, until we liter-

ally could not fit any more in, and, in be-
tween, the coach journeys were filled 
with history lessons adding to our 
coursework knowledge, at least for those 
who could stay awake after such long 

days. 

We also, over the period of the trip, trav-
elled to numerous cemeteries, one of 
which was next to conserved trench dug-

outs, which all of the boys managed  
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 to get into, and get excited, be-
cause of how small and dark they 
were. This happened virtually every 
time we entered a dugout, and this 
was furthered in the trench line tun-
nels at the end of the trip, which 
everyone just ran through scream-

ing, regardless of the possibility of a 
low roof, which people soon discov-

ered. 

The hotel was fantastic, catering for 
virtually everybodyôs needs, includ-
ing the Internet, to great surprise to 
some. I however, found great use in 
the set of Jenga, which apparently 

CAN become quite violent and loud. 

All in all, a fantastic trip, filled with 
everything from learning, to choco-
late, to aftershave, skipping nought 

in between. Definitely something for 

the Year 11ôs to go on, next year! 



  

 

   Offaôs Dyke 2009 Walking across 

Wales to raise money for Greg Love  

Are you sure this was a good idea?ô I heard Luke 
utter as we pulled into Chepstow, the start of our 
journey. óOf course it was, itôll be funô I lied. Starting 
an epic 182 mile walk, across hilly Wales, during a 
heat wave, the morning after the school prom, 
having just finished GCSEs, whilst all our mates 
were at the beach sunning themselves, was 

definitely not going to be fun. Or was it? 

Arriving at the start point we heaved our weighty 
packs onto our backs and took the strain on our 
legs, still weary after such embarrassingly vigorous 

dancing only a few hours before. 

 This was it, the result of about an hours planning 
and the culmination of not more than half an hours 
training. Having left our nervous parents at home it 
was time to explore the land of sheep, hills and more 

hills. 

Day one was not enjoyable. At only fourteen miles it 
was one of our shortest mileages and what we had 
considered to be an easy half-dayôs walking. This 
was far from the truth as we encountered both 
physical pain and psychological torment from Will 
Barraclough who simply would not stop moaning 

about the indiscretion of his prom date. As we 
trundled into a pub at dusk asking for somewhere to 
camp I think we were all relieved to hear the 
landlordôs reply, óyou can camp in my garden if you 
likeô. A couple of days and miles of beautiful scenery 
later we were enjoying a brief food-shopping spree 
in Lidl when Luke Gear decided to casually drop into 
conversation that he had not blisters, but bare 
wounds on his feet. This saw the start of a legacy 
that none of us will forget involving intense pain, lots 
of blood and many shouts of ówhy didnôt you put a 

blister pad on before they got this bad!ô 

With Luke soldiering on and Alex Steele being his 
usual, dogmatic self we tramped across luscious 
meadows, monotonous moorland and craggy 
mountains, enjoying the beauty of the Welsh 
countryside and the distinctive personalities of is 
people. One particularly eccentric character was a 
sheep farmer from the valleys with huge sideburns, 

a cowboy hat and an unnatural affection for his rifle. 

As the days continued our fatigue intensified along 
with the drama of the situations we found ourselves 
in. After an incident that left Luke Gear fleeing 
across a field from a herd of frisky cows, we 

encountered a particularly friendly lady who 
explained to us that we shouldnôt be walking down a 

certain track by screaming óMOVE IT YOU LOUTS!. 

ôIt was only really when we reached our destination 

of Prestatyn that we truly realised the scale of what  
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 we had done and the pride we all felt. Any sense of 
personal achievement, however, was overshadowed 
by the feelings of fulfilment that came from the 
charitable side of this challenge. We had managed 
to raise nearly three thousand pounds of 
sponsorship to help fund the purchase of a new óeye 
gauzeô for our good friend Greg Love after a road 
traffic accident left him severely disabled in 2006. 
This wouldnôt have been possible without the 

support of everybody involved, including our parents 
and anybody that gave money. Special mention 
should also be made to Major Mcaulay, Colour 
Sergeant Brown and the CCF in general which 
provided a great deal of equipment and had instilled 

in us the skills that made the walk possible. 

Sitting on the not so golden sands of Prestatyn 
reflecting on the walk I realised it had been filled with 
moments of fatigue, pain and frustration. It had 
challenged our determination and our fitness. Yet 
despite all of this, the only phrase that seemed 

appropriate in summing it up was ógood funô. 

By Harry Coath 

  Mouth Cancer Awareness week  

By Sebastian Zaidman  

November 1st-7th marked the annual Mouth 
Cancer Awareness week. With only 50% 
survival rate after five years, early detection of 

mouth cancer is essential.  

To raise awareness of Mouth Cancer, I 
organised a 10 Km sponsored walk along the 
Bournemouth and Poole promenade in order to 
talk to the locals and holiday makers about 
signs and symptoms of this potentially fatal 

disease.  

For more information, please visit 

www.mouthcancerfoundation.org and remember 

ï ówhen in doubt, get checked out!ô by your 

doctor/dentist.  

 

http://www.mouthcancerfoundation.org


  

 

Another issue, more exciting books...  

Make sure you reserve your copy!  
 

Brigands MC  
by Robert Muchamore - 

For official purposes these children do not exist. 

We donôt have to introduce the Cherub series to 
you; this is the story of Dante, who uses his Cherub 
training to take revenge on the people who de-
stroyed his family. Packed full of shady characters, 
big motorbikes and your favourite teens faced with  

impossible situations...  

 

Hellôs Heroes  by Darren Shan  
Long anticipated, well worth the wait... 

 

The final dramatic conclusion to Darren Shanôs international phenomena, The 

Demonata. Expect the unexpectedé 

ñThe girl gazes up at me. She's even younger than I thought, clutching a small 
teddy bear in one hand. óAre you the bogey man?ô she whispers, eyes round. 
óYes,ô I croak, then take hold of her head with my huge, scarred, blood-soaked 

hands and crush...ò  

Six  books for  six th formers,  

A reading challenge that could bag you £50 worth of  driving lessons on your 

way to getting your licence whilst also broadening your horizon on your way to 

a rounded education... 

We have assembled a brilliant list of cool, challenging, romantic, mind blowing, out-there, classic, 

necessary, cataclysmic reads (list available in the library and on the VLE/library); 

you read and review six of them and get yourself entered into  a prize draws.  This will be 

drawn just before Easter. The winner will receive a £50 voucher for driving lessons each. 

Remember ï the best things in life are free!  

 

8th October 2009 ï National Poetry Day  
 

Poetry day is always a treatï we get to cover the entire school in poems and 

this year we even had a POETREE in the library! 

Thanks to year groups 7, 8 and 9, who were not just hugely enthusiastic 
about browsing poetry books and displaying their favourite poems on the 
POETREE, but who were also so up for reading them out loud that we had 

quite a few really good poetry slams going on! Great Fun! 

Page 3 Volume 4, Issue 1 

L I B R A R Y  

C 

O 

R 

N 

E 

R 

646 


